
 
 

 

IPOD MUSIC DIRECTOR 
 

CEREMONY MUSIC – A BIG RESPONSIBILITY! 
 

1) Check with celebrant if they have a cable for you to plug into their system. If they do not, check what the input is. 

The output of your iPod/Phone is most likely to be a 3.5mm jack. If using iPhone 7 make sure you have a lightning to 

jack adaptor. 

See connection examples below. 

2) Charge the iPod/Phone prior to ceremony 

3) Bring a charger along - just in case! 

4) If using your phone, put it on Do Not Disturb or Airplane mode 

 
ON THE DAY – FOR THE MUSIC COORDINATOR  

 

• Introduce yourself to the celebrant as soon as possible 

• Connect the music device and begin the pre-ceremony playlist  

• Ask the celebrant  

o For a run-down of the events/ceremony 

o How to turn down the volume on the PA system. You can do this on the iPod but you may find it 

easier on the PA system – it’s up to you 

o What the cues will be for you to start play/turn down the songs throughout the ceremony. You 

need to know when to switch from the pre ceremony playlist to the aisle processional song. 

• Let the celebrant know that you will fade the volume down when the bride has been handed over to the 

groom at the top of the aisle.  

 

HOT TIP  

It’s important to fade the volume down and not just press pause. It’s important to wait until the bride is holding 

the grooms hand, they have had a second or two to smile at each other and you can feel that it’s the right time to 

turn down the song, before the celebrant begins to speak. 

If you are really awesome, you can use the volume fade throughout the ceremony and your duties as musical 

director. It will make you a superstar! 

 

• If you see the photographer, introduce yourself to them. If the photographer has information as to how 

far away the bridal party is, you want them to tell you also.  

 



 
 

 

• Communication is the key! Keep chatting with celebrant whenever possible so you know what is 

happening with the timing. Agree on hand signals for pressing play on the aisle song, and for adjusting 

volume if required. The celebrant is the best person to do this for you. It will seem loud to you right near 

the speaker but the aisle song needs to be loud for the full impact. The bride needs to hear it well! 

 

1 – PRE-CEREMONY PLAYLIST 
 

Ensure there is a playlist for before the ceremony. This should be 30 minutes or more, so you can play music as soon as the 

celebrant arrives and has their PA system set up. It sets the atmosphere as guests arrive and helps the groom relax. 

 

 

2 – CEREMONY PLAYLIST 
 

• Processional Song (usually 1 song) 

• Signing Songs (2 songs) 

• Recessional and Congratulations (3 songs) 

 

When you get the go ahead nod from the celebrant, fade out from the pre ceremony playlist and click on the Aisle 

Processional Song. 

 

When you see that the photographer is getting into position, and you feel that the bridal party is about to enter, then select 

the ceremony playlist onto the correct song, so that all you need to do is fade the volume out on your pre-ceremony playlist, 

and press play when the celebrant gives you the nod. 

The aisle song needs to be LOUD! 

It will feel a lot louder to you where you are standing right near the speaker, even if you are behind the speaker. Ask the 

celebrant to give you a signal if the volume needs to go up or down. 

 

When it feels like the ceremony is nearly over, get ready to select the signing songs. 
 

Once the signing is finished, the celebrant will say a few short words, and then present the couple, so be ready straight away 

with the recessional/congratulations songs. You will only require three songs for this; following congratulations the 

photographer will need no music on, so that they can instruct guests for group photos. 

  

Pre Ceremony Playlist Must be playing when guests are arriving  

Aisle Processional   

Signing Registry    

   

Recessional/Congratulations    

   

 


